
 

PRYTANEAN
ALUMNAE, INC.
DEDICATED TO EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION

Spring 2022

Join Us Online 
Annual Prytanean Meeting  

and Afternoon Tea
Hosted Virtually Over Zoom

Sunday, April 10th, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

 Featuring:  Professor Grace X. Gu, 2021 Faculty Award Winner
 Honoring:  The Class of ’71 and ’72, 50 Year Membership Milestone
 Announcing:  The 2022 Faculty Award and Student Scholarships
 Congratulating:  Graduating Seniors, Class of 2022
 Including:  Our Business Meeting and Board Member Election

This year, we will meet for a virtual afternoon tea instead of our  
traditional in-person brunch. We look forward to seeing you online!

How to RSVP
Your RSVP must include an email address so we can send you Zoom 
meeting login instructions.
RSVP by Mail Postmarked by Thursday, March 31, 2022:
 Mail your RSVP with the form in this newsletter to: 
 Prytanean Alumnae, Inc., P.O. Box 5075, Berkeley, CA 94705

RSVP Online by Friday, April 8, 2022: 
 Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/prytanean-annual-spring-2022-
meeting-tickets-269162300687

Please direct any questions to  
prytanean.alumnae.events@gmail.com

Prytanean Faculty Award Reception
On the evening of November 18, 2021, Chancellor Christ 
and Prytanean Alumnae hosted 45 Prytanean students, 
alumnae, and guests at University House for Prytanean’s 
annual Faculty Award Reception. The guest of honor 
was 2021 Faculty Award winner Professor Grace X. Gu, 
Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering at UC 
Berkeley. Dr. Gu was awarded a $25,000 grant from 
Prytanean in support of her work. 
 Chancellor Carol Christ opened the evening by 
welcoming the Prytanean society members to University 
House. She sincerely thanked the society for the 
ongoing commitment to provide grants through the 
Faculty Award, which has fostered the careers of so 
many faculty members. Prytanean Alumnae Faculty 
Award Chair, Phyllis Tien, joined the Chancellor at the 
podium to provide remarks celebrating the generous 
donations that make the Faculty Award possible each 
year. Tien then introduced Professor Gu, providing 
details of her research accolades and current research 
direction. Professor Gu’s research focuses on creating 
new materials with superior properties for mechanical, 
biological, and energy applications using multi-physics 
modeling, artificial intelligence, and high-throughput 
computing, as well as developing intelligent additive 
manufacturing technologies. Tien presented Professor 
Gu with a beautiful bouquet of flowers; her award will 
be shipped directly to her office. Professor Gu thanked 
the Prytanean Honor Society for the grant that will foster 

(continues on page 3)

Faculty Award Chair Phyllis Tien,  
Faculty Award Winner Professor Grace X. Gu  

and Chancellor Carol Christ 

Please note that our P.O. Box has changed! 

Mailing address is:  Prytanean Alumnae, Inc.,  
 P.O. Box 5075, Berkeley, CA 94705

You can also reach us at:

 Email: prytpal@gmail.com

 Facebook:  
  https://www.facebook.com/groups/125165557521038/



Chancellor Carol Christ and Prytanean President Tina Cheung

Message from the President
As we enter a second year of the global pandemic, the health and wellbeing of our Prytanean alumnae 
continues to be center in our minds and hearts. Our events and programming throughout the past 
year have taken an agile approach, both in person and virtually, given the unprecedented times. 
 As students, our Honor Society members, continued to experience challenges as they 
navigate returning to campus, multiple course models (in-person, hybrid, and virtual), and career 
and financial uncertainty.
 Throughout the past year, we carried on. We enjoyed in-person gatherings such as our social 
with Honor Society members and Faculty Award Reception, hosted hybrid events such as our Fall 
Board Event and Fall Honor Society Initiation Ceremony, and for the second year in a row, our 
annual Prytanean Homecoming Lecture was held virtually via Zoom.
 Diana Bautista, Professor of Cell and Developmental Biology and 2012 Faculty Award 
Winner, gave our Prytanean Homecoming Lecture - How do you feel? Molecular Mechanisms of 
itch, touch & pain. Professor Bautista focused her lecture on acute pain and how it acts as a warning 
signal that alerts us to noxious stimuli in our environment, potentially damaging our tissues. Her 
lecture was insightful, informative, and summarized what is known in the biology of itch, touch 
and pain, and the mechanisms that drive chronic itch, pain, and inflammatory disease. Over 100 
unique participants joined the virtual lecture and it garnered many compliments by alumni, the 
Cal community, and students alike!
 We welcomed 8 newly initiated members into our fold including 2021 Faculty Award Winner, 
Professor Grace X. Gu and undergraduates Emma Caufield, Esther Kane, Gabriela Jeliazkov, Julia 
Chen, Lily Moser, Sanjana Manjeshwar, and Sarah Schmuck at Koret Visitor Center. Those that 
were initiated virtually during the pandemic also participated in the initiation ceremony, and 20 
Prytaneans alumnae, Honor Society members “actives”, and the newly initiated members joined us 
including 4 virtually via Zoom. I co-hosted the Welcome and Initiation Ceremony and Prytanean 
alumnae, Elaine Anderson ‘52, provided a rich and fantastic overview of Prytanean’s history, and 
we ended the night with an optional group dinner at a local restaurant. 
 Chancellor Carol Christ co-sponsored our Faculty Award Reception, and congratulated 
our newest faculty award recipient, Professor Grace X. Gu. Phyllis Tien 86’ introduced both and 
presented Professor X. Gu with a bouquet of flowers, acknowledged the contributions Prytanean 
have made on the Cal campus, and announced that our 2020 Faculty Award Winner, Professor 
Henrike Christiane Lange recently achieved tenureship. 
 On behalf of Prytanean, thank you for your support, contributions, and donations over the 
past year. A special thank you to the California Alumni Association who provided grants to support 
our Fall Board Retreat, Fall Honor Society Initiation, and our Faculty Award Reception. Thank 
you to my fellow Board members for your leadership, service, and commitment to Prytanean and 
the Cal community especially during these unprecedented times!
 Given the Omicron variant and pandemic uncertainty, we have elected to host our Spring 
Annual Meeting virtually again this year on Sunday, April 10, 2022 from 4-5:30 pm PT. I hope 
that you will all join me and the Board with your presence!

 —Tina Cheung ’07, President
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Prytanean Alumnae Board
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A Call for Volunteers 
Would you like to contribute to Prytanean and reconnect with 
the Cal community and fellow alumni? If so, join our Board of 
Directors or volunteer interest list! We have several openings and 
are seeking passionate Prytanean alumnae to join us, particularly 
those with event planning/management, administrative, and/or 
connections to the Cal community and campus. Our board is 
diverse and includes Prytanean alumnae and Honorary members 
across graduating years. To learn more, please email PRYTPAL@
GMAIL.COM and address inquiries to Tina Cheung, President 
with subject title [Interest in Volunteering/Interest in Joining 
Prytanean Board of Directors]. Thanks!



her current research aspirations. The remarks concluded with a special photo 
of all members in attendance. 
 The guests enjoyed light refreshments and socially-distanced mingling. 
Alumnae member Helen Marcus graciously donated the wine for the evening. 
To ensure a safe evening, all attendees had to provide proof of vaccination, 
wear a mask unless actively eating or drinking, and complete a form stating 
they were free from COVID symptoms. 
 Prytanean Alumnae Faculty Awards Chair, Phyllis Tien said, “This evening 
is a wonderful chance to celebrate our members who have donated to this 
prestigious grant, to thank our wonderful board members who dedicate their 
time and leadership to reviewing and selecting the award recipient, and to 
commemorate our collective annual impact in furthering the work of an 
outstanding female faculty member.”
 Overall the evening was highly inspirational and engaging. The selection 
process for the 2022 Faculty Award recipient is in the early stages. Thank you 
to all who have donated, volunteered, and provided leadership to continue 
this important award.
 —Andrea Rice ’13, Programs, Events, & Prizes Chairt

Prytanean Faculty Award Reception  (continued from page 1)

Summer 2021 Gathering of Alumnae  
and Honor Society Officers

Fall Faculty Enrichment Award Reception
November 18, 2021
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Financial Remarks
At year end 2021, Prytanean Alumnae had total investment funds of $1,763,314.17 a 12% increase over year end 2020. Of this total, 
$1,210,411.17 is exclusively earmarked for our annual Prytanean Faculty Enrichment Award and is managed by Fisher Investments 
which replaced Aspiriant in February 2017. The remaining investment funds of $552,903 support various student scholarships and are 
managed as endowments by either UC Berkeley Foundation or UC Regents. We are pleased to assure you our investment funds are 
sufficient to continue the annual $25,000 Faculty Enrichment Award and other student scholarships for the foreseeable future. Regarding 
our operating funds, at year end 2021 we had $31,720 at Wells Fargo. Membership dues and donations made up our 2021 operating 
revenue of $8618. This revenue supports the following operating expenses: our annual newsletter, the Faculty Award Reception, the 
Annual Brunch, CPA fees, data base maintenance, plus the collegiates’ Prytanean Honor Society operating budget and Campus Projects. 
Lastly, there is $18,264 in a separate cash Schwab account containing monies for both the Oral History project and the Janice Rivers 
Kittredge Memorial Tribute.

 —Anh Tran’06, Chief Financial Officer
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Remarkable Prytaneans
Joan Didion Dunne (1934–2021) 
When Joan Didion died last December, reports from The New York Times eulogized her as 
“The Writer of Her Generation” and praised her precise, resonate and story-filled prose. 
Didion’s popular and acclaimed essays, novels, memoir, film scripts, and a Broadway 
play are at the core of “New Journalism”—a style that she helped develop in which the 
writer consciously immerses herself into reportage using imagery and subjectivity. Much 
of Didion’s corpus excoriates the myth that her home state of California is a golden place 
of prosperity and opportunity. In the face of a boom and glitter mentality, she insisted that 
California’s culture is one of agricultural and natural land loss, freeways and crammed 
suburbs, bust and class stratification, anomie, ennui, anxiety, and a fear of aging. Didion 
began her career writing for Cal’s literary The Occident and editing a fashion issue of The 
Daily Californian, preceding positions at Mademoiselle and Vogue. At the peak of her 
career, the 1956 Cal graduate donated her time to Prytanean Alumnae Inc. and her papers 
to the Bancroft Library. The film Joan Didion: The Center Will Not Hold documents her 
life. She received the National Book Award for Nonfiction, the National Medal of Arts, 
and a Pulitzer Finalist Prize for Biography.

Ursula Kroeber Le Guin (1929–2019)
Ursula Le Guin elevated the genres of science fiction and fantasy into established literary art forms. She wrote more than 
fifty books of novels, short stories, poetry, essays, and translation. Many of her books sold globally in the millions and 
appear in at least forty languages. Adaptations of several are in film. Influenced by her childhood reading and her parents, 
anthropologist Alfred C. Kroeber and writer Theodora Quinn Kroeber, Le Guin created make-believe cultures, geographies, 
and societies. Reoccurring themes in her internationally popular fantasies 
are dragons, intra-planetary group conflict, magic, wizards, and Taoist 
universal forces that both compete with and compliment their opposites. 
Le Guin is best known for a six-book series beginning with A Wizard of 
Earthsea published in 1968. That series features a boy who learns to use 
power and magic by promoting conciliation and sacrifice. Le Guin garnered 
eight Hugo Awards for the past year’s best science fiction or fantasy, and 
six Nebula Awards for the best such work published in the U.S. She was a 
finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, a “A Living Legend” according 
to the U.S. Library of Congress, a National Book Foundation Medalist 
for Distinguished Contribution to American Letters, and the subject of 
a documentary in the PBS American Masters Series. The University of 
Oregon holds her papers. 
 —Maria Protti ’79, Immediate Past President

First Year Cal Student  
Joan Didion 

From the 1953  
University of California  
Blue and Gold Yearbook

Last July, the U.S. Postal Service released a stamp 
with Le Guin’s image. The stamp is available at 
your local post office at a cost of 95 cents for a 

three-ounce delivery.

Alumna Spotlight: Laila Fozouni
Laila Fozouni is known for creating model design standards for emergency homeless 
shelters. Laila co-founded Designing Shelters for Dignity, a non-profit. Emphasizing 
environmental psychology, she encourages privacy, sleep, cost efficiencies, and 
engaging spaces as a way to combat illness, trauma, and stigma which can flourish 
in shelters. Laila’s work netted the UC university-wide Big Ideas Award and a Sasaki 
Foundation Design Grant. The author of many medical and public health articles, 
Laila practices internal medicine. She holds a MD (UC San Francisco, 2021), a 
MPH (Harvard University, 2019) and dual Bachelor degrees (Molecular Cellular 
Biology and Political Theory, UC Berkeley, 2015). At Cal, she served as President 
of the Prytanean Honor Society. 
 —Maria Protti ’79, Immediate Past President



Honor Society Activities and Goals 
I am continually impressed by the enthusiasm and resilience 
of the Prytanean Honor Society’s active members. In a year 
filled with unusual challenges arising from the pressures 
of quarantining and community service organizations’ 
heightened nervousness to offer in-person events, our 
members went above and beyond to show their solidarity 
with one another and find opportunities for us to connect 
with our alumnae and local community.
 Given the pandemic’s exposure and exacerbation 
of inequities within our student body and the Berkeley 
community, the honor society voted to focus our fall semester 
efforts on issues of food insecurity and food advocacy. The 
members notably bagged produce at the Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano County, and partnered with the Food Research and 
Action Center to write letters to our state and national representatives urging the passage of the Build Back Better program with 
key nutritional provisions aimed at expanding children’s access to nutritious foods. We thank Prytanean alumnae and food advocate 
Cassidie Bates for her help in connecting us with the relevant organizations and initiatives.
 The Prytanean Honor Society also strove to expand our connections with the community and alumnae. Prior to the start of 
the fall semester, the society organized a summer picnic with alumnae outside the historic Bowles Hall. The members also met and 
coordinated with the UC Davis Prytanean chapter to ensure similar food advocacy goals and enable cross-chapter socialization. Our 
successful recruitment cycle culminated in a lovely initiation ceremony held in La Dawn Duvall’s the Koret Visitor Hall and featuring 
a wonderful recounting of Prytanean’s history by alumnae Elaine Anderson. Later in the semester, Prytaneans over the age of 21 
also participated in Helen Marcus’ wine-tasting event, which she graciously hosted in her home. Prytaneans also attended Professor 
Bautista’s speech as Prytanean Homecoming Faculty Speaker, as well as the Prytanean Faculty Award honoring Professor Grace X. 
Gu, which was hosted by Chancellor Carol Christ at the University House. The honor society members also arranged several internal 
social activities, including a professional photoshoot, several picnics, and an ice-skating trip to the Oakland Ice Center.
 Looking forward to the spring semester, the honor society will be pursuing two new community service goals: women’s 
improvement in the community (we are planning activities with a woman’s shelter) and habitat restoration (this month we will be 
volunteering with Restoration in Beaconsfield Canyon). We also have many graduating seniors who are hoping to make an impact 
in their final semester, and we hope they will remain active in the society as alumnae!
 —Catey Vera ’23, Honor Society President

Contra Costa Food Bank-Community Service Event

Prytanean Awards Seven Student Awards
In the 2021-2022 academic year, Prytanean honored several women who uphold Prytanean’s ideals of community service and leadership. 

Mary Wiley Stecker and Prytanean Scholarship Awards 
This year’s award recipients were: 

The Mary Wiley Stecker and Prytanean Women in Architecture and Technology Award
Davita Verma, Industrial Engineering and Operations Research ’25

The Mary Wiley Stecker and Prytanean Women in the College of Letters and Science Award
Avani Shah, Molecular and Cell Biology ’23

The Mary Wiley Stecker and Prytanean Women in Engineering Award
Natalie Celt, Bioengineering ’22
Kaiyuan Liu, Industrial Engineering and Operations Research ’22

The Mary Wiley Stecker and Prytanean Women in Math and Science Award
Jasmine Crawford, Physics and Mathematics ’24
Defne Karabatur, Applied Mathematics ’23

Rowena Hamilton Award
This year’s Rowena Hamilton Award recipient was:

Brynn Zorilla, a senior who is the Team Captain for Field Hockey.  page 5



Basic Science Leads the Way
Prytanean’s Faculty Award winners Daniela Kaufer (2010) and  
Britt Glaunsinger (2011) are panelists in the following upcoming programs.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 2022
The Life of a Brain—From Development to Degeneration
Helen Bateup, Daniela Kaufer, Michael Yartsev,  
and moderator Dan Feldman

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 2022
Science at the Extremes
Britt Glaunsinger, Adrian Lee, Stephen Self,  
and moderator Julia Schaletzky

These programs will held via Zoom at 5:00 p.m., Pacific Time. You can 
register for the discussions at  https://basicscience.berkeley.edu

Homecoming Lecture; Professor Diana Bautista
On October 3, 2021, Diana Bautista, Professor of Cell Development Biology and of Neurobiology, lectured 
on “How do you feel? Molecular mechanisms of itch, touch, and pain”. Professor Bautista is Prytanean’s 
2012 Faculty Enrichment Award winner. The Faculty Enrichment Award is a financial grant given to an 
outstanding woman junior faculty member on the Berkeley campus. 
To read more about the Prytanean Faculty Award winners please visit:  
https://alumnichapters.berkeley.edu/prytanean/prytaneanfacultyenrichmentawardwinners

In Memoriam

JEAN MCHENRY BAILEY ’40
EUGENIA RIORDAN CALLAN ’50

JOAN DIDION DUNNE ’56
JOAN ZUBER EARLE ’53

GRACE POWLES FRETTER Hon.
NATALIE W THOMPSON HAHN Hon.

DIANA CHAN LEONG ’50
MARGY MEYERSON Hon.

BARBARA LEVIN READ ’57
PATRICIA HERVEY SCHNEIDER ’45
ETHEL NEESE SHOENBERGER ’50

Through UC Berkeley Foundation:
 Tax ID# 94-6090626

• Checks payable to UC Berkeley Foundation and mailed to:
 University Development and Alumni Relations, UC Berkeley
 1995 University Ave., Suite 401, Berkeley, CA 94704-1058
• Credit and debit card gifts online at https://give.berkeley.edu/
 funddrive/61
• Contributions earmarked for Prytanean Faculty 
 Enrichment Program (for Faculty Award), Prytanean 
 Fund (for Honor Society programs), Rowena Hamilton  
 Memorial Scholarship (for athletic scholarship for female 
 student-athletes), or Mary Wiley Stecker and Prytanean 
 Awards (for women in the College of Letters and Science,  
 Engineering, Math and Science, or Architecture and Technology).

Ways to Support Prytanean
Through Prytanean Alumnae, Inc. directly:

 Tax ID# 94-1514147
• Checks payable to Prytanean Alumnae, Inc.
 and mailed to P.O. Box 5075
  Berkeley, CA 94705
• Dues $35 for 2022 calendar year 
 $20 for Classes of 2011–2021 only
 Dues are fully tax deductible
• Contributions earmarked for General Fund, 
 and/or Faculty Enrichment Award

Please be aware we are unable to acknowledge/track the contributions 
from UC Berkeley Foundation.
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Cumulative annual gifts to UC Berkeley Foundation totaling $1000 or more are eligible for benefits in The Charter Hill Society
(http://charterhill.berkeley.edu). For questions about gifts via electronic funds transfer, matching gifts, securities, gifts-in-kind, real estate,  
or planned gifts, contact Donor and Gift Services at gifthelp@berkeley.edu or 510-643-9789.



Name: (please print)  Class Year        Hon. Year
 First  Birth/Maiden  Last

Address

City State Zip

Phone (cell) Phone (home or work)

Email

	   I would like to attend the April 10th Annual Meeting. Please use my email above to send the Zoom meeting
 login instructions.

	   I would like to receive future newsletters by email only, to save postage and printing costs.

Occupation Retired 
	 	The information above is new 	Yes, I could help the Board with Prytanean activities

Enclosed is my check, payable to Prytanean Alumnae, Inc., for:

	 	Yearly dues @ $35 due June 30, 2022  Yearly dues (Classes 2011–2021 only @ $20) $ 

Contributions

	 $_______ General Fund        $_______ Faculty Enrichment Award Fund            	I wish to donate anonymously

	 $_______ Memorial/Honorary Gift in the name of  

Please send notification of Gift to:  Contributions total   $
Name

Address

Thank you for your prompt reply! Total Enclosed  $ 

Please insert this form in an envelope addressed to
Prytanean Alumnae, Inc., P.O. Box 5075, Berkeley, CA 94705

You may also complete the contact form 
below via  
https://forms.gle/HmTcDmH9nCTSShaj7 
and pay your yearly dues and any  
contributions that you would like to make 
via our PayPal,  
 PRYTPAL@GMAIL.COM.

Fall Initation with Honor Society & Initiates
October 2021

Prytaneans & Friends: 
Thank you for your support  
of Alumnae Projects

Prytanean Alumnae, Inc.                     Spring 2022
✂ ✂ ✂



Don’t forget to visit our website!
at www.prytanean.org.

An easy way to stay up to date with all things Prytanean Alumnae.

The website gives you instant access to:  
a digital archive of newsletters
award application & winners

and much more!
If you’d like to read about specific topics on the website, 

send an email to prytpal@gmail.com.
Visit www.prytanean.org   or 

https://alumnichapters.berkeley.edu/prytanean

Prytanean Alumnae, Inc.
P.O. Box 5075

Berkeley, CA 94705

Email: prytanean.alumnae.cal@gmail.com

web: Prytanean.org

Facebook: Prytanean Alumnae, Inc.,
University of California, Berkeley

Prytanean Women’s Honor Society
102 Sproul Hall

University of California
Berkeley, CA 94720

Facebook: UC Berkeley Prytanean
Women’s Honor Society
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